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highest and was trained in various professional skills, sue!
as those of the engineer, architect, physician, embalmcr
and scribe. Next in rank cjime the military class, which
was afforded a training in the arts of warfare. The rest
of the people composed the industrial class, which was
required to learn how to build the public works and to
pursue various trades and crafts. In Persia, on the other
hand, the military class dominated. Here the purpose
was to train for warfare, and the content of education
consisted mostly of horseback riding, archery, and using
the sling and javelin, together with some inspiration to
noble deeds through a training in practical ethics.
Caste education of India. — But probably the education
most typical of the Oriental stage of development is that
found in ancient India, which illustrates the extreme strati-
fication of a people into fixed classes or castes. We may,
therefore, be justified in considering somewhat more in
detail the social environment and education of the Hindus.
In India, largely as a result of the debilitating climate,
there was formulated about 1200 b.c. a dreamy philosophy,
according to which nothing except Brahma, the one
universal spirit, really exists. While men might seem to
be temporarily allowed a separate existence of their own,
it was held that they should remain inactive as far as
possible and seek an ultimate absorption into the great
Eternal Spirit.
Although somewhat modified by the infusion of Bud-
dhism between 500 b.c. and 500 a.d., by the entrance
of Parseeism and Mohammedanism at later periods, and
by the British occupation of the peninsula during the nine-
teenth century, this mystic and static religion is still
dominant in India. Connected with it is the division of
society into four hereditary groups. These are (1) the

